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PSALM xcvil. 1. 


Tur Log D REIGNETH—LEeT THE EARTH REJOICE. 


Das ia AR 

OY is a lively affection, ariſing from a happy 
J conſtitutional frame, from the ſtate of things 
around us, or from thoſe contemplations which 
give an agreeable exerciſe to the faculties of the 
mind, and a glow to our benevolent feelings. When 
it Is wholly mechanical, there 1s no evidence that 
the temper is peculiarly excellent; it may flaſh into 
tranſport, and become wild, like other paſſions. 
When we can rejoice only as the ſtate of external 
3 things is proſperous or pleaſing, we muſt not think 
ourſelves ſecure of the preſent ſenſations, which will 
not laſt; the world is full of changes, and that which 
we depend upon for happineſs may infuſe poiſon into 
our cup. We ought to be influenced by principles 
more than paſſion, and by ſentiments of religion as 
much as by the emotions of humanity. Devout con- 
templations 


S 
templations enrich the ſoul with a ſatisfaction the 
moſt noble, and joys the moſt permanent. Here 
the pleaſures are equally refined and laſting. 


Far be it from me to recommend religious enthu- 


ſiaſm. Although this may not be the joy of the 


hypocrite, yet it is mechanical, and cannot ſpring 
from any fixed view of the government and provi- 
dence, of the ſupreme Being. In him we ſhould 
rejoice from proper reflections on his character, as 
the God of love, the greateſt and beſt of beings, who 
is good to all, and cauſes every event which takes 
place in the numerous worlds under his care, to ſub- 
ſerve the intereſts and happineſs of his creatures. | 
The Lord-reigneth ; the earth is called his king- 


dom, but the ſubjects of his government may be 


found in every part of the univerſe. His intelligent 
offspring, as they obtain proper ideas of his ſove- 
reignty and dominion, haye their hearts enlarged 
with gratitude, and filled with joy and gladneſs. 
That which ſtrikes us moſt forcibly in the charac- 
ter of a king 7s his power, This conſtitutes the 
majeſty and glory of earthly kings. Our eyes are 
dazzled as we gaze at the trophies of their victory 
and the ſplendour of their triumphs. But how 
ſhocking is the dominion of the proud monarchs of 
this world, —whoſe chariot wheels roll in blood, who 
exerciſe their power to oppreſs their people, and with 
inſtruments 


— 


F. t 


En 
Un 


E 

inſtruments of cruelty in their hands, go forth to 
deſtroy their enemies ! Few, among the rulers of the 
nations, exert themſelves in the cauſe of virtue and 
freedom ; to make their ſubjects happy, or to do 
good to mankind. How wretched were the people 
of Rome under the tyranny of the Cæſars | What 
muſt the people of Judea have ſuffered, being ſub- 
jected to the caprice and cruelty of Herod, who de- 
ſtroyed all the little children in one of their moſt 
beautiful cities ! Can the people rejoice that ſuch 
kings reign over them ? Happy are they, and ſuch 
only, to whom are granted the bleſſings of freedom 
and good government where kings have no power 
in their wrath, or in a wanton humour to oppreſs 
We rejoice in the government of God, becauſe his 
dominion difplays equal power, wiſdom, and good- 
neſs. © The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice ; 
let the multitude of iſles be glad thereof. Clouds 
and darkneſs are round about him; righteouſneſs and 
judgment are the habitation of his throne. If we 
conſider his ſovereignty, we cannot help owning his 
power. He made all things, and by a word could 
annihilate the work of his hands. But we cannot 
confine our attention to his natural attributes; when 
we ſay, he doeth as he pleaſeth, we muſt take into con- 
ſideration, that the counſels of his will are according 
to 


1 
to the immutable laws of juſtice and truth, and that 
he is as beautiful and lovely in his character, as he is 
glorious in his ſtrengib. 

Some writers upon theological ſubjects, we muſt 
confeſs, have uſed the word Sovereignty in a ſenſe, 
which gives only an idea of power. This ariſes from 
a diſpoſition to pry into ſubjects too hard to be un- 
derſtood ; and when they attempt to explain the 
divine decrees, and are unable to anſwer objections 
neceſſarily ariſing from their manner of treating the 
ſubje&, they ſhelter themſelves under a form of ex- 
preſſion, and think if they hold up God a Sovereign, 
nothing further will be objected. Yet it is only re- 
ferring things-to his power, whilſt the inquiry is, 
how they can illuſtrate his wiſdom, his juſtice, or his 
goodneſs, conſiſtently with their ſentiments ? We 
ought never to give the paſſions of an earthly king 
to the divine Governor. Should we do it, we could 
not rejoice that he reignetb. To reaſon juſtly, we 
muſt obtain a moſt amiable repreſentation of his 
dominion, whether we celebrate the perfections of 
his character, or confine our attention to the earth, 
on which we dwell, as a part of his kingdom ;—or 
bring to our view his providence over us in this region 
of the globe ; for we are to rejoice that the lines have 
fallen to us in pleaſant places, and to praiſe the Lord 

for bis goodneſs. 


We 
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We ſhall be more particular in refle&ting upon the 


attributes of the Deity. 


The Lord reipneth. That there is a God above, 
who made all things, is a truth as clear as any thing 


can be made to the reaſon and conſcience of man- 
kind : And how ſublime and excellent are the ex- 
preſſions of ſcripture ! “ All thy works ſhall praiſe 
thee, O Lord, and thy ſaints ſhall bleſs thee. They 
ſhall ſpeak of the glory of thy kingdom, and talk of 
thy power ; to make known to the ſons of men, his 
mighty acts, and the glorious majeſty of his king- 
dom.” | 


All the works of the Lord declare that“ power be- 
longeth to him.” After we have turned our eyes to 
thoſe vaſt bodics which roll in the expanſe of heaven, 
er the ſun which rules by day, and the moon and 
ſtars which rule by night,” we may yet enlarge our 
minds by contemplating the power of the great 
Governor of the world, which is exerted in creating 
various ranks and orders of intelligent beings. For 
all creatures of the various ſyſtems received their 
diſtinction, their powers and faculties from him. 
He 1s the ſame almighty and immutable Being, 
though the courſe of nature be changed, and the 
heavens vaniſh like a ſcroll. “ His kingdom is an 
everlaſting kingdom.“ 


Who can doubt whether ſuch a Being is able to 
B reward 
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reward or to puniſh his creatures? He can, accord- 
ing to his pleaſure, reward them with the glory of 
his preſence, or turn them from the manſions of 
heaven, thoſe ſeats of light and knowledge, to the 
chambers of hell, the dreary, dark ſcenes of perdition 
and miſery. 


But not to dwell too long upon his attribute of 
our heavenly King, leſt we feel too ſtrongly the force 
of theſe expreſſions of the Pſalmiſt—* The Lord 
reigneth, ler the pecple tremble :**— We go on to ſpeak 
of his truth, and righteouſneſs, or wiſdom. 


We cannot conceive of him, as God, except he be 

a perfect moral Governor. But if he is as wiſe and 
beneficent, as powerful, his dominion muſt be perfect. 
When we bring him to our minds, as a King giving 
laws to his ſubjects, theſe muſt be wiſe and juſt, or 
the very ſubſtance of wiſdom and truth. The requi- 
ſitions, he makes from his creatures, muſt be adapted, 
likewiſe, to their capacities and circumſtances. We 
are his intelligent offspring. What then are our 
ideas of his adminiſtrations, he being the Governor, 
and we the governed? On the one ſide, are his power 
and authority; his laws written for our inſtruction, 
the neceſſary ſanctions, his judgments, which are rue 
and righteous altogether. On the other, our obliga- 
tions, our freedom of action, our regard to his au- 
thority 
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thority and honour ; or our obedience, in connexion 
with an expectation of reward when we do well, and 
of puniſhment when we do wickedly. Every idea of 
his character, as that great and glorious Being who 
filleth heaven and earth with his preſence, which we 
gather from the ſacred ſcriptures, tends to form good 
ſentiments, and to ſtimulate good actions; Who 
will render to every man according to his works,” 
lays the apoſtle Paul: To them who, by patient 
continuance in well doing, ſeek for glory, and honour, 
and immortality—eerual life; but unto them that 
are contentious, and obey not the truth, but obey 
unrighteouſneſs—indtgnation and wrath.” It is allo 
among the virtues of the rational mind thus to con- 
ceive of God. The language of ſcripture and the 
dictates of reaſon ſtrengthen each other. Can men 
expect to be rewarded, who deſpiſe the government 
of God, and refuſe to have ſuch a King reign over them ? 
« If I be a father, where is mine honour ; if I be a 
maſter, where is my fear; ſaith the Lord?“ They 
who love him, delight in virtue ; it is the perfection 
of their character to reſemble him. Happy likewiſe 
in contemplating his Majeſty, and their dependenceon 
him, they muſt rejoice. © Let the ſea roar, and the 
fulneſs thereof, the world, and they that dwell there- 
in ; let the floods clap their hands ; let the hills be 
joyful together—before the Lord, for he cometh to 
judge 
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judge. the earth; with righteouſneſs ſhall he judge 
the world, and the people with truth.” 


In the next place, we are to celebrate the goodneſs 
of the Divine Being. Is there one in this aſſembly, 
who can help feeling emotions of gratitude, and ſay- 
ing, „ Bleſs the Lord, O my foul, and forget not 
all his benefits!” What a beautiful paſſage is there 
in the book of Acts, where the apoſtle Paul addreſſes 
the people Nevertheleſs, he hath not left himſelt- 
without witneſs, in that he did good, and gave us 
rain from heaven, and fruitful ſeaſons, filling our 
hearts with food and gladneſs.“ 


To the ſame purpoſe are the words of the Pſalmiſt 
* The eyes of all wait upon thee; and thou giveſt 
them their meat in due ſeaſon. Thou openeſt thine 
hand, and ſupplieſt the want of every living thing.” 

How much are we indebted to the ſcriptures for 
our ſentiments and expreſſions, when we ſpeak of the 
attributes of the Deity, and the excellency of his 
government. We might quote further paſſages from 
every page of this ſacred volume. I ſhall only add 
one more, from the 145th Pſalm—* One generation 
ſhall praiſe thy works to another, and ſhall declare 
thy mighty acts. I will ſpeak of the glorious honour 


of thy Majeſty, and of thy wondrous works. And 
men ſhall ſpeak of thy terrible acts: And I will 
declare 


* 

declare thy greatneſs. They ſhall abundantly utter 
the memory of thy great goodneſs, and ſhall ſing of 
thy righteouſneſs. The Lord is gracious and full of 
compaſſion, ſlow to anger and of great mercy. The 
Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are over 
all his works. All thy works ſhall praiſe thee, and 
thy ſaints bleſs thee.””* 


The other head, according to the method of our 
illuſtrating the diſcourſe, is the interpoſition of God 
in the affairs of mankind ; for he ruleth all events 

by 
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* I haye been ſo particular in illuſtrating the Kingdom of God by expreſſions 
from the Bible, becauſe a certain infidel writer has affirmed without modeft aſſu- 
rance, that nothing is ſaid concerning the perfections of the Supreme Being, ex- 
cept in a few paſſages of the book of Job and the 19th Pſalm. Did this writer ever 
read the other pſalms, and that fine piece of reaſoning in the 17th of Acts, or the 
1k chapter of the epilile to the Romans ? He ſaith, he keeps no Bible by him, and 
that he always deteſted the book. Ali he knows about the 19th pſalm is from 
reading Mr. Addiſon's hymn ut why does he write againſt what, from his own 
confeſſion, he knows nothing about? | 


It is ſtrange, that, in this age of inquiry, ſuch a work ſhould be faſhionable ; or 
that ſuch a play upon words, where he mentions the rwwo teſtaments, ſuch indeli- 
cate inſinuations of che birth of Jeſus, and ſo many puerile conceits, ſhould paſs 
for argument and keen ſatire. Nothing but the name of Thomas Paine has given 
it a reputation, except with ſuperficial readers, and a certain claſs of tallers, who 
imagine themſelves wits, but have no other claim, than fitting in the ſeat of the 
Seornf, ul, 


We wiſh Mr. Paine would read the other writings of Mr. Addiſon, though it 
is not probable he will ever poſſeſs ſo fair a mind. The title of his book is ſaid 
to have ſome charm. He can hardly have a claim of originality in this, as he 
muſt have heard of the redoubtable Ethan Allen, who wrote the Oracles of Reaſon. 


Of ſuch writers we may ſay, in the words of Dr. John ſon, That their repu- 
tation is ſ@ ready to fall to pieces, that no great praiſe can be derived from their 
deſtruction. To object is eaſy, and it has been well obſerved, that the band 
which cannot build a hovel, may demoliſh a temple. 
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by his providence, and is ſtyled the Governor among 
the nations. 

Hence do we fee that their proſperity and happi- 
neſs are connected with the general practice of virtue ; 
and that the fear of God is true wiſdom ; upon which 
depend the prudence of laws and the policy of gov- 
ernment—indeed the ſtability of every ſyſtem for 
promoting human felicity. As he has given us rea- 
ſon and conſcience, and enjoins upon us our duty, 
(beſides giving us a capacity to perform it) he has 
planted within us ſach propenſitics and affections, 
as make ns ſenfible that we are not to live for our- 
ſelves alone. In the frame of our minds, and by 
written teſtimonies, he hath pointed out the excellen- 
cy of benevolence, to contraſt with the miſcry of 
ſelfiſhneſs or vice. The dread on the minds of the 
guilty, the ſerenity and joyful expectations of 
the virtuous, manifeſt, as was before obſerved, the 
moral government of the ſupreme Being—the ſame 
with individuals and nations. 

Whac muſt we think of politicians who call in 
queſtion the neceſſary connection between religion 
and government, or deny the ſalutary influence of 
religion upon the manners of men ! The wiſe men 
of ancient nations made this the baſis of their ſocial 
inſtitutions, as we learn from thoſe renowned hiſto- 


rians, Livy and Polybius, and the books of their 
philoſ- 


E 
philoſophers.“ This is certainly a good argument 
in favour of religion. For if it is calculated to leflen 
the miſeries and improve the happineſs of mankind, 
what greater evidence need we have that it comes 
from God! His delight is with the ſons of men; 
therefore hath he bleſſed them with the means of vir- 
tue, and pointed out the road to happineſs. They 
who leave and forſake him; ſuch as are unmindfut 
of his ſtatutes, his judgments and mercies, will, ſoon- 
er or later, be made ſenſible of their folly. In what 
manner he will viſit the nations with his rod, we 
can judge only by the effects, in places. where the 
cry of oppreſſion, or tumult of the people, is heard— 
where the floods lift up their waves, and threaten to 


overwhelm 
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Nollu, a writer more ſprightly than ſolid, and quite a freethinker, was 
afraid of the conſequence of ſetting aſide religion altogether. D*Alzmbert, in 
his private letters to the king of Pruſſia, ſpeaks with contempt of his metaphyſi- 
eal talents on this account. But let him ſpeak for himſelf:—““ An atheiſt king 
is more dangerous than a fanatical Rzwaillac.” And again: —“ About the r5th 
century, Atheiſts ſwarmed in Italy. What was the conſequence ? It was not 
more common to aſk a friend to ſup, than to poiſon him. The hand which em- 
braced, would as readily plant a dagger in the heart. There were, at that time, 
profeſſors in every art of villainy, zs we now fee profeſſors of muſic and mathe- 
maticks. Tf ſuch manners had continued, Italy would have been as much de- 
populatgd as Peru, after the Spaniſh invaſion.”* See his eſſay on morality, 


Whether the fame ſtate was dreaded in France—it ſeems the philoſophers and 
ſtateſmen are now countenancing the belief of a God and a future ſtate ; and perhaps 
may ſee the neceſſity of recurring to ſome Chriſtian inſtitutions, which they have 
ſet aſide. In this they aught not to be commended, however we may admire 
their zeal in the cauſe of freedom. It is aftoniſhing that ſome ſerious men among 
ourſelves, and miniſters of the goſpel, ſhould excuſe this, cn account of the ſuper- 
Ritions of the church of Rome :—But what ſhould we think of phyſicians, who, 
to cure a diſeaſe, adminiſtered poiſon Is there not complete religious liberty in 
the Conflitution of the United States F This makes it very unneceſſary to paſs an 
eulogium, that France is ** che only place where mien are free with reſpect to religions 
&f ablifhmencs and rights of conſcience.” 
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overwhelm, or hade deſtroyed the moſt beautiful 
countries and nations, famous for arts or arms; the 
radiance of whoſe glory is ſucceeded by darkneſs, and 
whoſe name, if not loſt in oblivion, is remembered 
but to point a moral to us, and ſhould be regarded 
for our admonition. Have we not more than one 


inſtance of the ſlender partition between licentious 
liberty and deſpotiſm, where we ſee people wretched, 
owing to their want of good regulations, which are 
conſequent upon the practice of virtue and ſentiments 
of religion? Nothing elſe can reſtrain the paſſions 
of men, and the prevalence of thoſe luſts which cauſe 
wars and fightings on the earth. 


We are led to make a reflection in this place, 
which is often made, and ſometimes expreſſed with 
leſs reverence than the ſubject demands. How can 
we conceive of the Supreme Being as Governor of 
the nations, when we ſee ſo much wickednels in every 
place? When we obſerve the ſtate of the nations, 
are not molt people under the iron rod of oppreſſion ? 
Are they not governed by cruel tyrants—or without 
order and government, which is but a little more 
eligible? And are not the cries of their diſtreſs like 
the roaring of the ſea when ſwelling by a tempeſt ? 
A proper conſideration of this queſtion will bring 
the anſwer to every mind, eſpecially to thoſe who be- 


lieve his word, where he ſpeaks by the mouth of his 
n ſervants, 
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ſervants, thoſe meſſengers of truth who declare his 
will, and who tell us why he putteth down one king- 
dom, and exalteth another: that it is not merely 
to diſplay the glories of his power, but to manifeſt 
his regard to ſruth and righteouſneſs. Whilſt his judg- 
ments are abroad in the earth, it is that the inhabi- 
tants may learn righteouſneſs. Sometimes, there- 
fore, we are to rejoice with trembling ; but at all 
times there is occaſion to rejoice that the Lord reign- 
eth. When we conſider the jarring of men's paſſions, 
the chaos of their opinions, and the wild ſtate ro 
which every thing ſeems tending—would it not be 
confuſion altogether, did not the Lord fit on the 
circle of the earth, and ſtill the noiſe of the ſea, ſay- 
ing to their proud waves, Hitberto ſhalt thou come, 
end no further ? 

We are now to bring to our view the providential 
diſpenſations of almighty God, that we may praiſe 
him for his care and kindneſs to us, who dwell in 
theſe regions of the globe. And may we prove our- 
ſelves to be the friends of virtue and freedom, of recl;- 
gion and humanity ! 


From what hath been ſaid, it is evident that there 
muſt be a general and particular providence. 


Without aiming at abſtract reſearches to demon- 
ſtrate a particular providence, it may be illuſtrated 
from our own feelings, or the concern which all in- 


telligent beings have for their offspring. To ſup- 
C poſe 
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poſe God could be indifferent about the things which 
he has made, when he hath put a tender concern in 
the temper of his creatures, is abſurd. * Beſides, 
ſuch a deſertion and neglect of beings which he hath 
made, upon a careful examination, will be found in- 
conſiſtent with the true idea we are to form of him; 
ſince nothing is beneath his creation, nothing can be 
below his care.” This appears from fact. For not- 
withſtanding the contrary qualities of things, as they 
appear to our eyes, we find the world is preſerved in 
its preſent form, 1ts preſent order. That the ſeaſons 
come round, with ſuch a profuſion of bleſſings, as 
manifeſt Hs over-ruling providence, who hath made 
every thing beautiful in its ſeaſon—Summer and 
winter ; ſeed time and harveſt. By his providence, 
the graſs groweth for the cattle, and corn and wine 
are prepared for the ſervice of man. © He giveth 
ſnow like wool, and ſcattereth the hoar froſt like 
aſhes.” And by his providence the face of the carth 
is renewed, and ſhines with new luſtre and beauty, 
after being laſhed with ſtorms. By his providence 
he preſerves the regular ſucceſſion of day and night, 
with the revolving ſeaſons of the year. Man goeth 
forth to his work and to his labour, until the evening- 
And with new ſtrength and vigour, he riſes at the 
voice of the bird—himſelf hailing the approach of 
day: for truly light is ſweet, and a pleaſant thing it 
is to behold the ſun ; it almoſt makes us forget that 
we are excluded the paradiſiacal flate. When 
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When we caſt our eyes around the globe, making 
particular obſervations upon climates and regions, 
ſurely the lines have fallen to us in pleaſant places; 
and we ought to rejoice, and praiſe the Lord, for the 
good land we dwell in. It is pleaſant and fruitful, 
a place convenient for commerce, and every kind of 
navigation, the benefits of which we continually ex- 
perience, and are to be particularly acknowledged, 
this day of publick Thankſgiving. The preſent year 
hath been, in many reſpects, a time of proſperity, 
and ſeems to be cloſing with abundant inſtances of | 
divine goodneſs. 

God hath bleſſed our trade and commerce, ſo that 
we have been ſupplicd with all the productions of 
other countries ; and there has been ſufficient em- 
ployment for perſons in every art and mechanical 
buſineſs. And whilſt the hand of the diligent has 
been exerted, it has not been without encouragement 
from the expectation of ſome conſiderable reward, as | 
the price of labour and induſtry. Hence our mer- 
chandiſe and hire have been ſucceſsful, according to 
the general calculations men make, who ſpeculate in 
the matter—though many among us have been in- 
jured in their property, and cruel depredations, or, 
to uſe a more faſhionable word, /poliations, have been 
made upon us, by a nation, which, as far as they 
countenance theſe things, muſt be equally deſtitute 


ef juſtice and policy. 
Let 
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In the next place Let us conſider how the labours 
of the huſbandman have been bleſſed. 


No ſcorching drought or blaſting mildew ; no 
devouring inſects have cut off the fruirs of ſummer, 
or prevented the joy of the harveſt. Though an un- 
timely froſt may have injured ſome particular ſpots 
of this well cultivated country, the abundance is fo 
great that our cup runneth over ; and there has ſeldom 
been a year that our fields, and ſtores, and ſtreets, 
afforded a completer view of the plenty of the land. 
If wealth is ſo great a bleſſing, ought we not 79 rejoice 
upon a ſurvey of our country ?—Surely the inhabi- 
tants of the inland towns are growing rich, and need 
not envy the high life and luxury of the merchant, or 
complain of any advantages people in ſeaports can 
have above them. 


While we ſpeak of our advantages as a people, and 
our eligible ſituation in the earth, let us not forget 
our proſperity which ariſes from he Ses of ſociety, 


We every day experience the advantage of our 
Federal Government, and of the preſent conſtitution 
of this Commonwealth, When we look among the 
nations of Europe, what people are ſo free and hap- 
Py, in leſs danger of deſpotic power, or that confuſion 
which always ariſes from licentiouſneſs of principles 
and manners? Have we not wiſe and good laws? 


And is there not a diſpoſition to ſubmit to authority ? 
It 


C428 3 


It is true that lawleſs men there are in every com- 
munity, and ſuch men have ariſen in open hoſtility 
to the government, ſo that armies have been pre- 
pared to quell their riots and inſurrections; but ſo 
tar good has come out of the evil, that it has increaſed 
the union of all orders of men to ſupport the laws and 
authority, Muſt we not admire the prudence, firm- 
neſs and wiſdom of the Preſident of theſe States ?— 
His great virtues have been diſplayed in this impor- 
tant ſcene, as well as in preſerving our nation from 
mingling in European contentions. We have now 
our minds full of expectation. May we have further 
occaſion 10 rejoice on account of our preſent proſperi- 
ty and peace, and in the honour and dignity of our 
national character. We may well complain of thoſe 
who wiſh us evil. May all who love our proſperity, 
proſper. 

Happy would it be for us, had we no diſputes with 
the aboriginals of the land ! But we hear the con- 
fuſed noiſe of the warrior upon the frontiers. We 
ſhould be thankful, however, that there has been 
leſs effuſion of blood, and that our officers and ſoldiers 
have acquitted themſelves with ſome honour during 
the laſt campaign. May they behave worthily, like 
Americans, whilſt they are in the field ; and may 
we ſoon be bleſſed with the abundance of peace ! 

In looking over the mercies of the year, we ſhould 


be thankful that it has been a healthful ſeaſon. 3 
this 
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this town and the environs, no diſorder has prevail. 
ed; — eſpecially the diſeaſes which have been com- 
mon among children in years paſt. One evidence 
of gratitude is to feel for others. Let us praiſe God 
for his goodneſs to us, and indulge emotions of ſym- 
pathy towards our brethren in other ſtates. Every 
bleſſing from the houſe of the Lord to all people in 
adverſity, | 

May our prayers this day mingle with the ſigh of 
the priſoner Who can help remembering, whilſt 
we enjoy the ſumptuous table, our unhappy brethren 
in Algiers ?—Freemen of America in ſlavery, hard 


and cruel bondage, who 


Towards their country caſt a weeping eye!“ 
Would to God that we could do more than feel, or 
exalt the voice of humanity. 


But whilſt we bear theſe children of affliction upon 


our minds, who are at a diſtance, let us remember 
the poor of the town. Theſe we have always with 


us. It is true, that, from the increaſe of buſineſs, 
many, who were once poor, can get a comfortable 
ſubſiſtence : And they ought not to crave the bread 
from ſuch as are real objects of charity. Theſe are 
the aged and infirm, who cannot work, and are there- 
fore obliged to beg. Some may be. on beds of ſick- 
neſs, who will ſuffer if they do not obtain help from 
their neighbours. We doubt not that much has 


been given; and may the preſent contribution of the 
ſociely 


1 
fitiety prove that we know how to mix mercy with 
the ſacrifice. 

To conclude with ſome ſhort obſervations. 


As a religious people, bringing to our minds, this 
day of publick thankſgiving, an idea of the govern- 
ing providence of almighty God, we ſhould be with- 
out excuſe, if we did not mention the continuance of 
our religious privileges, or the advantages of chriſ- 
tianity to ourſelves and to the world. 

The religion of Jeſus Chriſt not only has a ten- 
dency to reform the morals, and improve the ſtate 
of ſociety, but it has done it in many places. How 
was the world over-run with idolatry and ſuperſti- 
tion! Now, wherever the goſpel is publiſhed, He, 
who made the heavens and the earth, is acknowledg- 
ed to be the true God. He is acknowledged to be 
a pure and ſpiritual Being. Hence the altars conſe- 
crated to idols, the cruel ſacrifices, and cuſtoms, 
once prevalent, are done away. This is certainly 
for the advantage and happineſs of mankind; it 
hath rendered them leſs ferocious and cruel, and may 
we not ſay, leſs ſenſually inclined, conſidexing what 
impure deities once had temples.* Whilſt 


J. J. Rouſſeau has been called an oppoſer of the goſpel, on account of ſome 
paradoxical opinions; but he ſays, in anſwer to the Archbiſhop of Paris,“ I am 
indeed a Chriſtian, My maſter infiſted more upon good works than articles of 
faith ; he preſcribed duties; that which he made neceſſary to believe, will makt 
as good. Happy in being brought up in a religion the moſt reaſonable and moſd 
holy that ever was upon earth, I am attached to the worſhip of my anceſtors. It 
is ſweet and conſoling to be reckoned among the members of Chriſt's church, 
and to join in their religious aſſemblies, When I am with them, I ſay to myſelf, 
I am with my brothers. 


—— — 
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Whilſt we enjoy ſo many civil and political bleſſ- 
ings, let us alſo be thankful for the inſtructions we 
receive through him, who came into the world to 
bear witneſs to the truth, and to preach good will. 
If we believe the doctrines he taught, we ſhall be 
prepared to endure misfortunes, and ſhall triumph 
in adverſity : At all times, and under all circumſtan- 
ces, theſe will fill the ſoul with joy. | 

Again—Whilſt we behold the glory of our nation, 
let us look back unto the time when this country 
was a deſart, and unknown to the nations of Europe. 

Can we help feeling reſpect to the memory of 
thoſe excellent men who ſubdued the wilderneſs, 
that we might reap the fruit of their labours! Hap- 
Py would it be for the preſent generation, if they 
would imitate them in many things, whilſt they 
ſpeak ſo freely of their imperfections. Allowing 
that they were too much bigotted, fanatical and pre- 
judiced againſt chriſtians of different denominations 
from themſelves ; let us conſider the age; it was a 


time of darkneſs, from a want of free inquiry into 
religious ſubjects. The ſpirit of perſecution, a de- 
mon of vanity and malice, has now vaniſhed before 
the light of truth. But let us imitate their regard to 
religion, their love of liberty, their patriotic zeal ; 
their habits of economy and induſtry ; their obedi- 
ence to the laws; their perſeverance in tolls, which 


enabled them to form a ſettlement in theſe places 
under 
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under every diſcouragement, and through mountains 
of difficulties. Let us unite their great, ſtrong and 
manly virtues, with our progreſs in knowledge and 
the arts of life, with our more poliſhed manners and 
cuſtoms, with the improvements we are making, or 
which may be made, for the benefit of ſociety. 
Once more: — 

Whilſt we compare ourſelves with the reſt of the 
nations, whether we conſider our civil and political 
inſtitutions, or the bleſſings we enjoy from the goſ- 
pel, what a ſource is there for gratitude and praiſe ! 


It may be diſagreeable, in one reſpect, to make 
compariſons of this nature ; for how can we rejoice 
if we contemplate the miſeries of mankind ! It is 
evident, however, that we may feel for the miſerable, 
and yet rejoice in the proſperity of our own Hale. 
When we praiſe God, it is not with the ſelfiſh idea 
which ſometimes affects individuals, looking around 
them with pride and cold contempt upon others, 
who have leſs to cheer them on the journey of life, 
and are ſtruggling, perhaps, with poverty and reproach. 
The character of the Chriſtian implies benevolence. 
His breaſt is warmed with love to God and love to 
man. Wrapt into future time, he looks unto the 
glory of the Meſſiah's kingdom, when there ſhall be 
univerſal peace and happineſs. © Nation ſhall not 


lift up ſword againſt nation, but they ſhall beat their 
D ſwords 


' 
| 
| 
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„ 
ſwords into plough- ſhares, and ſpears into pruning- 


hooks, and learn war no more; for the knowledge 
of Chriſt ſhall fill the earth as the waters cover the 
ſea.” | 

As we thus pray to God, whilſt we praiſe him for 


his goodneſs which is before our eyes—May he de- 
light to bleſs us in this Commonwealth— 


May nothing interrupt the union of the American 
States | 4 


May all who praiſe him, Tars pay, manifeſt their 
grateful ſenſations by living to his glory— _ 
Alleluia, the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 


AMEN.——ALLELUIA! 


